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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 5-10 and 1 6-1 8 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. Claims 5-10 and 16-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over McManus et al. US 2003/0102956 A1 in view of Corless US 
5,514,857. 

McManus teaches: 

With respect to claim 5, a people counting system comprising: 

• A first people-counting data collection unit configured to store a first 
set of people count data (Figure 1 , #20 and Page 6, Paragraph 
0052) 

• A second people counting data collection unit configured to store a 
second set of people count data (Figure 1, #21 and Page 6, 
Paragraph 0052) 
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• A display screen coupled to at least one of said first people 
counting data collection unit and said second people counting data 
collection unit for displaying people counting data corresponding to 
at least one of said first people counting data collection unit and 
said second people counting data collection unit (Page 3, 
Paragraph 0028, Page 4, Paragraphs 0037-0038 and Page 5,. 
Paragraph 0042 teach a display screen that allows a patron to 
obtain his status in a queue line therefore the display screen is 
showing people count data relating to the virtual queue line) 

With respect to claim 16, a people counting data collection unit 
comprising: 

• A processor (Page 1 , Paragraph 0009 teaches a queuing system 
computer) 

• A display screen displaying people counting data (Page 3, 
Paragraph 0028, Page 4, Paragraphs 0037-0038 and Page 5. 
Paragraph 0042 teach a display screen that allows a patron to 
obtain his status in a queue line therefore the display screen is 
showing people count data relating to the virtual queue line) 

McManus fails to teach: 
With respect to claim 5: 



Application/Control Number: 10/828,383 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2876 

• Said first people counting data collection unit being configured for 
bi-directional communication with said second people counting data 
collection unit 



With respect to claim 6: 

• Wherein first people counting data collection unit is configured for 
accessing said second set of people count data from said second 
people count data collection unit 



With respect to claim 7: 

• Wherein second people counting data collection unit is configured 
for accessing said first set of people count data from said first 
people count data collection unit 



With respect to claim 8: 

• Wherein said first people counting data collection unit is configured 
to advertise its presence to said second people counting data 
collection unit 



With respect to claim 9: 

• Wherein said second people counting data collection unit is 
configured to advertise its presence to said first people counting 
data collection unit 
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With respect to claim 1 0: 

• Wherein said first people counting data collection unit is configured 
to periodically advertise its presence to said second data collection 
unit 

With respect to claim 1 6: 

• A machine readable medium having contents that cause said 
people counting data collection unit to perform a method of 
communicating with at least a second people counting data 
collection unit. 

• Advertising a presence of said first people counting data collection 
unit to at least said second people counting data collection unit 

With respect to claim 17: 

• Wherein said advertising step is performed periodically 

With respect to claim 18: 

• Receiving a second set of people count data from said second 
people counting data collection unit 



However, Corless teaches: 
With respect to claim 5: 
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• Said first people counting data collection unit being configured for 
bi-directional communication with said second people counting data 
collection unit (Column 3, Lines 44-67 teach each data collection 
unit (local processor) of each entrance/exit location is able to 
communicate with the remaining data collection units (local 
processors) of the remaining entrance/exit locations, therefore bi- 
directional communication between the different locations is 
established) 

With respect to claim 6 and incorporating all arguments of claim 5: 

• Wherein first people counting data collection unit is configured for 
accessing said second set of people count data from said second 
people count data collection unit (Column 4, Lines 1-12 teach the 
exit gate at one location sends an identification code to another 
location in order to access the memory of the other location to 
determine if the code is valid) 

With respect to claim 7 and incorporating all arguments of claim 6: 

• Wherein second people counting data collection unit is configured 
for accessing said first set of people count data from said first 
people count data collection unit (Column 4, Lines 1-12 teach the 
exit gate at one location sends an identification code tp another 
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location in order to access the memory of the other location to 
determine if the code is valid) 



With respect to claim 8 and incorporating all arguments of claim 5: 

• Wherein said first people counting data collection unit is configured 
to advertise its presence to said second people counting data 
collection unit (Column 3, Lines 57-67 teaches each time a ticket is 
read at an entrance gate, its code is sent to the other locations 
thereby advertising its presence, where advertising is taken as its 
broad definition of "to make something known") 

With respect to claim 9 and incorporating all arguments of claim 8: 

• Wherein said second people counting data collection unit is 
configured to advertise its presence to said first people counting 
data collection unit (Column 3, Lines 57-67 teaches each time a 
ticket is read at an entrance gate, its code is sent to the other 
locations thereby advertising its presence, where advertising is 
taken as its broad definition of "to make something known") 

With respect to claim 10 and incorporating all arguments of claim 5: 

• Wherein said first people counting data collection unit is configured 
to periodically advertise its presence to said second data collection 
unit (Column 3, Lines 57-67 teaches each time a ticket is read at an 
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entrance gate, its code is sent to the other locations thereby 
advertising its presence, where advertising is taken as its broad 
definition of "to make something known") 

With respect to claim 16: 

• A machine readable medium having contents that cause said 
people counting data collection unit to perform a method of 
communicating with at least a second people counting data 
collection unit (Column 4, Lines 1-12) 

• Advertising a presence of said first people counting data collection 
unit to at least said second people counting data collection unit 
(Column 3, Lines 57-67 teach each time a ticket is read at an 
entrance gate, its code is sent to the other locations thereby 
advertising its presence, where advertising is taken as its broad 
definition of "to make something known") 

With respect to claim 17 and incorporating all arguments of claim 16: 

• Wherein said advertising step is performed periodically (Column 3, 
Lines 57-67 teaches each time a ticket is read at an entrance gate, 
its code is sent to the other locations thereby advertising its 
presence, where advertising is taken as its broad definition of "to 
make something known") 
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With respect to claim 18 and incorporating all arguments of claim 16: 

• Receiving a second set of people count data froni said second 
people counting data collection unit (Column 4, Lines 1-12 teach 
the exit gate at one location sends an identification code to another 
location in order to access the memory of the other location to 
determine if the code is valid) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
to modify the invention of McManus to incorporate bi-directional 
communication between the different data collection units, as taught by 
Corless, to allow each data collection unit access to the data of the 
remaining units to prevent multiple patrons from using the same ticket. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claim 19 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. Claims 1-4, 11-14 and 20-22 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
With respect to claim 1 and all its dependencies: 

• A method for monitoring a count of people traversing at least first 
and second passageways comprising providing a first people 
counting data collection unit to store a first set of people count data 



Application/Control Number: 10/828.383 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2876 

representative of people traversing the first passageway, providing 
a second people counting data collection unit configured to store a 
second set of people count data representative of people traversing 
the second passageway, establishing bi-directional communication 
between the first and second people counting data collection units 
where the first set of data is accessible by the second collection 
unit and the second set of data is accessible by the first collection 
unit and analyzing the first and second sets of data using one of the 
first and second collection units 
With respect to claim 1 1 and all its dependencies: 

• A machine readable medium whose contents cause a first people 
counting data collection unit to perform a method of communicating 

. with at least a second people counting data collection unit by 
advertising a presence of the first collection unit to at least the 
second collection unit, receiving a second set of people count data 
from the second collection unit and analyzing the first and second 
sets of people count data form the first collection unit 
With respect to claim 19: 

• A people counting data collection unit comprising a processor, a 
display screen displaying people counting data and a machine 
readable medium having contents to cause the collection unit to 
communicate with at least a second people counting data collection 
unit by advertising a presence of the first collection unit to at least 
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the second collection unit, receiving a second set of people count 
data from the second collection unit and analyzing the second and 
first sets of data from the first collection unit 
With respect to claim 22 and all its dependencies: 

• A people counting data collection unit comprising a processor and a 
machine readable medium with contents to cause the collection unit 
to communicate with at least a second people counting data 
collection unit by advertising a presence of the first collection unit to 
at least a second collection unit, receiving a second set of people 
count data from the second collection unit and analyzing the first 
and second sets of data from the first collection unit 

The prior art of record fails to provide sufficient teaching or motivation to 

> 

one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the additionally recited features of these 
claims in the combinations as claimed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
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See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
setforth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

7. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Examiner's Note 

Examiner has cited particular column and line numbers in the references 
as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied 
to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested form the Applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all 
or part of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught 
by the Prior Art or disclosed by the Examiner. 
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